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Erick Oblitas Mendoza
Instituto Nacional de
Pesquisas da Amaz6nia —
INPA - Manaus, Brazil

Agronomy by the Universidad
Nacional de la Amazonia Peruana.

When did you join RAINFOR?

| joined the RAINFOR group in
2009, after completing a Masters
at the Instituto Nacional de
Pesquisas da AMAZONIA — INPA,
studying the “Terras Pretas de
indio”. My first campaign with
RAINFOR was helping my
“compadre Beto” Carlos Quesada
with soil collections, in 2009, at
the Jenaro Herrera plots, in Peru.

Are you involved in any
projects at the moment?

I'm currently living in Manaus -
Brazil, and was recently awarded a
2 years CNPq research grant to
work as a research fellow at the
Ecology Department at INPA
(Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da
Amazonia), Brazil. We are now
working with soil collections in the
intensive phase within the
RAINFOR plots, following further
developments under the project
entitled: “Carbon Balance in a
altitudinal gradient of the Andes in
Amazonia”.

Which are your main research
interests?

| have a large interest in
Edaphology, Soil ecology and
Biogeochemical Cycles. The
RAINFOR Project has enabled me
to define more clearly my research
lines and to mature professionally.
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Samuel Almeida

We bring the sad news that Samuel Soares Almeida, botanist and ecologist at the
Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi (MPEG), Belém, passed away recently. Samuel has
played a key part in MPEG’s globally important research on biodiversity in Amazonian
forests over the last three decades or more. He was an enthusiastic contributor to, and
participant of, RAINFOR, providing long term plot data from the Caxuiana field station,
and actively supporting the intensive plot research activities that have made Caxuiand
one of the major RAINFOR research sites, and one of the most important research
sites in Amazonia.

Many members of the RAINFOR will remember his hosting of the PARAMA field course
in Caxiuand. His expertise and his warm and lively personality enlivened all our
interactions. We first met Samuel in the late 1990s when he was already a senior
scientist. He was the best kind of researcher: serious about the importance of his work,
supportive of his students, and intellectually generous to junior colleagues such as
ourselves. He was also vigorous and great fun in conversation. Samuel was always
open in sharing his ideas and resources, seeing the extra value this could bring to his
group and to science if the collaboration was strong.

Never more at home than in the field, especially at the Caxiuana forest that he loved,
his interest and detailed knowledge of Amazonian forests never failed him, or failed to
impress and entertain others. He seemed most at home hosting a tambaqui barbecue
by the river, telling stories about his forest adventures.

Samuel's work has strengthened and embedded MPEG’s forest research at
internationally-leading levels, and the legacy of the long-term plots he established will
continue to have an impact into the future. On a more personal note, all who knew him
will miss his great loyalty, laughter and mercurial wit. He leaves a large and vibrant
family who we know will carry that personal force into the future.

Patrick Meir and Yadvinder Malhi




e May 2010 — October 2011 - Peru Fieldtrip

A two year field campaign is being conducted in Madre de Dios, Peru, to improve
biomass estimates in different forest types in this area. The team, lead by Rosa
Goodman and Tim Baker, works in a logging concession near Ifiapari and on RAINFOR
plots in the Tambopata National Reserve. The first part of this campaign is to weigh trees
in the open, bamboo-dominated forests, which is an important forest type where no other
directly-measured biomass data exists. Similarly, they will measure and weigh common
palm species. These datasets will be used to create new allometric equations to predict
carbon storage in trees and palms in this region. Thirdly, they will conduct inventories in
the open, bamboo-forest on the logging concession and secondary forests outside the
Fieldwork in Peru Tambopata National Reserve to estimate total biomass in these forest types. Finally,
these and existing ground-based biomass estimates will be used to calibrate remote
sensing data over a 13,875 ha area in Tambopata.

e October 2010 - A comprehensive Carbon Monitoring Manual published in Spanish, by
Euridice Honorio and Tim Baker is available to download from the RAINFOR website:
http://www.geog.leeds.ac.uk/projects/rainfor/pages/manuals _eng.html

e November 2010:

- The 2010 Amazon drought follows closely on the ‘drought of the century’ event in
2005. The front page of the Reuters website on 29 November carried an extensive
piece of reportage from Brazil, including RAINFOR research on the impact of
Amazon drought on forests: http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKTRE6AS4H420101129

Fieldwork in Bolivia - This year has seen much of Amazonia in drought, with high temperatures and rivers
at record lows across the 6 million square kilometre region. The EGC cluster, at the
University of Leeds has anecdotal reports of impacts from many locations and
colleagues, including from Bolivia from where Roel Brienen returned in Nov. after
leading a RAINFOR forest remeasurement team who had to contend with dry heat
and choking smoke even within the forest. The 2010 drought follows closely on
another extreme drought in 2005. As reported here the group discovered that the
2005 drought reversed the long-term carbon sink provided by the region (Phillips et
al., Science), but perhaps just temporarily. The impacts of cumulative Amazon
droughts on forests and people are explored in this Global Post story, including an
excellent short video.

- We welcome David Greenberg, who has joined us at the University of Leeds for 9
months as a post-doctoral researcher on the RAINFOR project supported by the
Moore Foundation. He brings important new skills to our project in spatial analysis
and cartography which he combines with a strong background in tropical ecology,

Sorting of botanical samples and will help RAINFOR to convert science outputs on Amazon carbon dynamics into

(Bolivia) maps and other forms suited to conveying them better to policy-makers and public.

Originally from New York, David moved straight to the UK winter from sunny

southern California!

e October — December 2010 - Intensive carbon cycling field campaign 2010

During the months of October to December 2010, Chris Doughty visited most of the
intensive carbon cycling sites to meet our collaborators and collect standardized leaf
physiology measurements of sunlit and shaded leaf light saturated photosynthesis and
dark respiration. Below is a brief update for each of the sites he visited.

Kosfipata Valley

The Kosiiipata valley sites of San Pedro, Wayquecha and Esperanza are all running
smoothly with Walter Huasco and Liliana Baca supervising data collection. San Pedro
lost a portion of its land cover in a landslide. We continued to collect data both before
and after the landslide. This will help us to better understand the role of landslides on
the carbon balance of these forests. These sites are logistically challenging but the data
Fieldwork in Peru set looks excellent thanks to the hard work of Javier Silva, Walter and Liliana.
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http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/brazil/101102/amazon-drought-climate-change
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